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Grannie" McMurray on N.

Topeka Ave. Interviewed

OF WASHINGTON'S TIME

Has Knife Brought from
Vernon Dinner

Mt.

XTrs. Harriet McMurray, a colored wom-
an living at 1626 North Topeka avonao.
claims- - to bo between 115 and 125 yeara of,
age. She does not reaLy know how oid
she is. Hir recollection Is not the best
but every feature indicates ad'auced age.
If thcra was ever a woman more than
a century old. Mrs. ilcilurray Is one or
the number.

She is not strong-- but healthy and pot-
ters about the house sir or seven hours
per day before becoming worn out. Us- -
uauy AiaMurray three helps wash some
o cjock every aiternoon and does not get , .roods.
up until between nine and ten o'clock.'
She walks with a cane and is consider-
ably stooped, but works hard with needle
and thread during the day and eats two
hearty meals. As Mrs. McMurray walks,
she is bent until her body forms almost
a right angle, but she sits in chair as
straight as a person wearing a straight-jacke- t.

Her eyes are bright and she can'
Bee long distances without her glasses,
In fact, except in very close work she
prefers to have her glasses perched at
the top of her forehead. She says her
glasses are getting "too young" and she
cannot see very good with them.

"Grannie" McMurray is partially bald,
but wherever there is hair on her he.jj
It is as white as snow. On either side of
her head the white curly hair stands out
Xormlng a background for a fine coal
black face. She wears a skull-ca- p of
faded blue gingham, which she her-
self. It was new once but "Grannie"
Bays she has worn it so long and washed
It so often that it is losing Its color.
This cap protects tho sparsely hair-cover-

sections of her head from chilling
draughts. A few white hairs are visible
over her face.

"Grannie" McMurray shows her age by
the weazened face. She was once a large,
full faced, buxom negro, but the wrinkles
of her face and arms are deep, very
The reporter took his lead pencil and
placed It in the grove of a wrinkle and
the wrinkles were deeper than the thick-
ness of the pencil. The face is covered
with dozens of wrinkles, even extending
over the nose.

This aged colored woman was born In
Maryland on the plantation of Jim Rid-

ley, not far, Mrs. McMurray says, from
Mt. Vernon, but up the river. She was
a slave and her name was Ridley until
after she went to Tennessee and was mar-

ried. Among her cherished possessions
is an old pewter knife broken on the
point and then sharpened for a paring
knife. "Grannie" says that this knife
was once used George Washington
gave a big dinner to his friends and neigh-

bors for many miles about the plantation.
All of the white people went to the din-

ner. Long tables were spread on the
lawn and a canopy and all partook
of a great feast. "Grannie's" "marster"
and his family attended this dinner and
the master brought home as souvenir
some of the pewter knives used on the
table. This one was broken and was
given to "Grannie's" mother. The point
was ground down and was used as a
paring knife. "Grannie" told the Eagle
Teporter last week that she remembered
how her master's children came home
from the feast one evening and the next
day all the llttlo blacks gathered about
them and listened to the wonderful stories
of the good things on the great long table
on tho lawn and how her mouth, accus-

tomed- to corn-pon- e, bacon and black cof-

fee, watored s she thought of thosp big
chicken "lalgs" on the table and the big
enkos with icing.

While yet a child the Ripleys with their
olaves, moved to plantation Nash-

ville. Tenn., and here she lived until
some sixteen years ago. She said that
they traveled by wagon, over corduroy
roads through swamps until they reached
the level lands of the Tennessee. For

distance-the- y traveled pn the then
building Murfes3boro pike to Nashville,
nnd she lived many years along this
famous road.

She did not go to Nashville for many
years after reaching her new home, but
on her first visit there it was only a
llttlo town, more of a trading post. Wrhen

she became a groat big girl she was mar-

ried to a negro belonging to a neighbor
named McMurray and ten children, eight
boys and two girls being born to them.
Of these ono daughter, Mrs. Steve Wat-

son, of tills city, is alive as far as known.
One son wrote to his mother until five

or six years ago. but as he worked on the

wharf at Memphis it is supposed that he
was killed or drowned.

Mrs. Watson, with whom "Grannie
McMurray lives, says that she is the

third of the ten children and that she is

sixty-liv- e years old. She is gray-haire- d,

but not white like her mother, but gives
appearance of being as old as she

claims.
"Grannie" McMurray has been losing

her memory for years and at present, re-

members things but a few days unless
is something especial that has been

stamped in her memory. She remembers

meteoric shower when sho was living at
Nashville the heavens were ablaze

With tho thousands of heavenly bodies.

"Grannie" said that she was scared and

thought the world" was coming to an end.

and got down on her knees and prayed

and prayed for deliverance. This meteoric-showe- r

"Grannie said thatwas in 1S32.

she held her sixth child in her arms while

waying.
little of the war.

She remembers very
and left theHer master went away

Once in
slaves to shift for themselves- -

would see a body of soldiers
a. while they
marching by and the idlers Mole their

and laughed at the
corn and chickens
negroes when they tried to protect their

lived and worked on the old

plantation until about sixteen years ago
of beTourWichita.b case to

boys and one girl aied before she found J

that she was free and the others were
going away. The last sne heard of one
boy was in Texas; one was working- on a
steamboat and the other was in Memphis.
She staid with her youngest daughter,
Mrs. Watson, on the plantation. Mr.
McMurray died soon after the war, dur-

ing an epidemic of, fever and the daughter
staid to take care of the mother, who was
growing feeble.

About seventeen years ago Mrs. Watson
and her family moved to Wichita. Mrs.
McMurray said tnat she started out to
find her boys and live with them, but the
master for whom she worked told her not
to do this as her boys were busy and
could not take care of her and their
wives did not know how to do so. He
advised her to go to her daughter In
Kansas. "Grannie" says that when Kan-- ,

sas was mentioned to her she shivered
and thought it must be the bad place.
it was so far away and the word had an
evil sound. But her advisor told her that
Kansaswas a good place to live In. So
she thought about this advice and pre-

pared to pick up her few belongings and
hunt her daughter. About a year aftet
her daughter went away the money was
sent to "Grannie" to come to Wichita and
that was her first ride on a train. She
had seen a train at Nashville and it had
scared her nearly to death so it took a
whole lot of coaxing to get her to ride on

train.
During the winter "Grannie" Is sick

most of the time and her health Is very
poor, but during the summer she feels
like a middle-age- d person, except that she
tires so easily. She walks about the house
and sews and knits most of the time, and

.airs. retires about once in a while to light
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"Grannie" McMurray is a regular at
tendant at church and likes to hear the
preacher tell Bible stories. She cannot
read or write and cannot repeat the
preacher's talk more than a couple of
days after she has heard it. as her mem
ory has failed rapidly within the pat
few years. She likes callers and to go
calling and visits her friends about town
whenever she feels able to stand the trip

ODD CIGAR COLLECTION.

For the last few years a gentleman In
Europe has been collecting cigars and
cigarettes which once belonged to cele
brated personages, and he now has ovt-- r

a hundred, each of which is duly num-
bered and catalogued.

One of the cigars, a very large H?."ana,
formerly belonged to a British general;
another was obtained from Sir Wir.frid
Laurier .the Canadian statesman; a third
was presented to a friend by the King
of Portugal, and a fourth was bought
by General Mercier during the Dreyfus
trial at Rennes. Another of the cigars
was formerly In the possession of Leopold
Rothschild, the English banker; two were
the property of the hangman at Billington
and another was taken from the box of a
young man of good family who died in a
lunatic asylum after killing several per-

sons in Australia, and six of the others'
were presented to the collector by Ger
man officers, who said they had received
them from their hosts when they want to
London to represent their government on
tho occasion of Queen Victoria's funeral.

NEW ALMSHOUSE.

It is late in the afternoon nearly dusk;
they are coming forth, arm in arm, from
the little Catholic church she a woman
long past the meridian of life, he a lit-

tle old man, stunted by the weight of
years and far on the shady side of tho
"three score years and ten," allotted to
mankind husband and wife, says the
New York Herald.

Down the lane leading from the church
yard connected with the Almshouse which
a generous city provides as a home for
these old men and old women they stroll
on, uncinscious of their surroundings and
almost in "the valley of the shadow."
Circumstances unappreciated by us, por-ha- ps

unknown to them, have forced these
old people to live out their days hero,
and why should not this home of theirs,
their last here perchance, but of a char-

acter that by elevating and not degrading
would make them more fit to take the
last step?

The Almshouse Is but another name for
the poorhouse. To Its inmates It Is the
last i farms in
and the next. To us it Is that picturesque
group or buildings on Blackwell's Island
where helpless and friendless destitute
citizens are cared for in some way at the
public expense. There are more than two
thousand and five hundred of these dere-

licts of humanity at the Almshouse on
Blackwell's Island.

The greatest hardship to a quiet, order-
ly person in becoming an Inmate has
been the enforced association with the
depraved and foul mouthed and the de
privation of the society of the husband or

'

mane Instincts have prompted and also
brought about better conditions. Hus-
bands and wives have always been ad-

mitted to the Almshouse, but the women
had ta live in the women's dormitories
and the men to live In the men's.

has now been set aside a cottage

A number of neat and comfortably fur-

nished rooms are given them, and for
each couple. Their dining rooms are en-

tirely apart from the general Almshouses,
so that old folk generally form a lit-

tle colony of their own It is right It
should be

in their way. humble though it be.

they can live again days are gone
and in of their rags and wrinkles.

beings with dear memories of better
long past and with sweet hope better
days hereafter, and 'tis well are
not put asunder in their old age.

culture and bee culture have both
been to distressed Brit-
ish and perhaps the advice
has sometimes oeea supererogatory. It
13 however, to draw atten-
tion to the way in which honey indus-
try has advanced in France tha
last few years. In ten years ue output

honey hap increased from 7.OCO.C00 each
grammes to S. 500.90) The
Increase is due less to the greater yield
of each hive, which has risen to
about grammes, or eleven pounds to
a hive. What Is more gratifying (to
French producer) is that, owing to the
scientific methods of bee farming, the
yield each has become more con-

stant and less affected by vicissitudes.
Illustrated Scientific News.

The Eskimos now have their own trans-
lation of the-Blb- which taken IM
years to complete- - The Norwegian pastor,
Hans Egede. who went to Greenland In
1T21. began the work, which is completed
and published by the Biblo Society c
Denmark.
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'I 11 IS it
Englishman a of

His Own

Hh EVOLVED A SCHEME

Induced Young Men to Take

a Course in Agriculture

On the border of Harper county Is a
prosperous farm where lives an English
widow and her two boys. Oa all sides
stretches the bare prairie unmarked by
dwellings or traces of habitation; this
solitary homestead is all that remains of
the settlement

The story of Runnymede is one of sin-

gular romantic Interest; it is an unwritten
book with a unique poem, a satirical be-

ginning an Interesting middle part and
a tragic-comi- c ending. It Is a book of
which no sequel well be written.

Early in the eighties an English farmer
living on a ranch near the site of

the present farm. Imbibing the spirit
western push, he conceived the plan of
having a general store and hotel upon
his ranch, for the benefit of
farmers, transient visitors, drummers
and Incidentally himself. Later when a
railroad agent finally with his expansive
spirit found a further outlet by estab
lishing a postomce with a memory
English wolds and meads, he chose the
name of for his settlement
of one house and one store.

A little later another English Imml
grant was looking over the may of Kan
sas seeking a place to locate and on see
ing the English name Runymede. he
set out for It. His sensations upon reach
Ing th place have not been recorded. They
may have been similar to those of
teamster who entered a bank of this city
last week to a check. "I can't give
you the money." said teller; "this
check has no signature."

"Dam said the man and walked out
giving no reply to polite cashier's
"beg pardon."

But to return to the story. This is
the opening chapter. This second Eng
lishman settled upon a ranch near Run
nvmede and In his homesick moments
conceived a plan of great cleverness. Here
was a big ranch, with fields to be culti
vated, horses to be ridden, and game to be
hunted. He wrote back England to
some influential friends and proposed to
receive young Englishmen of family up
on his ranch and for th sum of $500 per
to educate them in lines for
a years' time and at the end of which
each would be prepared to fSa for
himself. To the English fathers the pros
pect invulng. No doubt great ranch-
es to be had for the asking lay idle In
Kansas, and best of all report reach-
ed England that in the land of the Sun
flowers, prohibition reigned. Here was
a chance to reform some youths who
during their father's absence In JIndia.
had acquired bad habits. So In
mer a party of young reach
ed tho agricultural reform school at

As It was summer, a vacation was
natural and these boys enjoyed life. They
rode, hunted and introduced Into the new
country their own English sports. Le-

gends are told of their racing down the
sidewalks of tho principal streets of near-
by towns and of carousals on the ranch.
At all events at expiration of the
year their knovtedge of agriculture was
purely theoretical in most cases.

During this time other English fami
lies came to built houses
and settled, until the town was reported
to have a population of three hundred.

The men of family continued to
eniov life. They got acquainted with

stopping place between this world gjg on tne and the towns

to

they

to

nearby and several love affairs ensued.
Some of these ended happily, others
broken off. either masculine fickleness
or parental Ejections from England.

In the meanwhile Runnymede was
growing. A church was built a rec-

tor conducted high church services; other
capitalists bulll a large hotel, while new
houses went up rapidly. Everywhere Eng-
lish customs prevailed.

In 'S3 to '90 the "hard times" came and
the growth of Runnymede was checked.
Crops failed and those of the people who

wife. Great credit is due him whose hu- - could then returned to England. The

hnd
There

and

Here

spite

Fruit

has

young

were
by

and

young ranchmen could not remain longer
at their sports, but were sot adrift. In
vain they tried to get farm
hands were not needed and at any event
their reputations as workers were not
well established.

One after another they left the place
for the use of these old married people. anj thoe who tell the story of Runny- -

these

so.

that

of

during

of

of

of

of

give no account of their adven-
tures.

Farmer and householder drifted away
also: later church moved to
Harper and hotel was moved to
territory, along with "boom shan-
ties." of houses took a simlr
lar journey, sturdy Kansas
farmers who had watched doings of
their English neighbors with wonder and

they can feel that they are still human j enjoyment, appropriated others. Thus
days

that
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only as a tradition told by early set-

tlers of Kansas. MOLL.IE "WARREN.

ADDRESS TO

Uncle Sam's

representation

in all Its gruesome details. Nicholas is
represented by his contemporary olograph
ers a man of sympathies
wishes be In touch with the
of civilization all over Christendom: but
a government is under seme morq

rulers used to be held
as the perfect of

the modern world has
suspected being actually

with a despot for a fig- -

lrehead. Tha cotiau of tringis tho

Kishenev matter to the Czar's own no- - j

tice is one of the motives behind the '

presentation of this address.
The wonder will probably rise in ev--

ery mind: Why shall our government gj I

out of Its way and risk giving offence j

by undertaking to this address J

while it Ignores so many other points
In which the Russian government, in its
domestic policy, falls short of its duty
to the, people under its protection? The
answer is to be found in the fact that
bloodshed, rapine, and the violation of
women, visited by the brutality strong
upon the pitiful weal:, differ in some es-

sential particulars from overtaxation or
tyrannical restrictions of suffrage, or even
a legalized system of polygamy and con-

cubinage. The same enlightened senti-
ment which merely scowls at a fiscal
heresy or a barbarous social system will
often take up arms against a particular-
ly atrocious defiance of the unwritten
laws of humanity.

But there is no question of taking up
arms In this case. There is no purpose.
Indeed, of involving the government in
it further than to convey from a large
and representative body of American cit-

izens a memorial on a subject of tho
highest consequence to them as merci
ful men, to the monarch of an ostenslnly
friendly Power. The latter Is not called
upon to respond to It. nay, even to

it. The utmost care was observed
In the inquiries put forth preliminary
to our government's final decison on Its
course, to emphasize Its demand that the
signatures attached to the memorial
should be those of Americans of the high-

est standing in the community. One agita-
tor went so far as to mention
dnt Cleveland as among the men of
rcte who
enterprise

i

be ready to back the is out of the
runs an life--

well or will appear later;
here to the less itself upon

ii .wi.iL,. mo , rjje victim Decause or tne perms
pressed and the pains taken to avoid es
tafelishing a precedent which would re-

quire our government to transmit the
message which every Tom, Dick and
Harry might wish to send to royalty.

Another adverse suggestion of which
much has been heard, and which the
President himself was the first to consid-
er. Is that It our nation to
throw stones at outbreaks of mob vio-

lence, with the echoes of Belleville's and
Wilmington's horrors still ringing In the
ears of all mankind. In a sense, that is

ui. .v.- - .? iiss

a criticism; few waterv blood nil fr n full f. .V1;to predict our 7
do in the states and

If the hands were as free there as the
hands of the St. Petersburg government
are all over Russia. The reconstruction
period In the south gave us a slight

of what would happen every-
where in the States, a
"strong" president, were the constitu-
tional limitations once thrown open.

There Is a further of this sub-Jf-

which must not be overlooked. That
is the precedent already established Im
modern times by our interference in be-

half of the Christians in the Jews
In Rumania, and the Cubans under Span-

ish dominion. Turkey and Rumania wo
knew to be weak powers when we ap-
proached them in humanity's behalf.
Spain proved to be when It came to
test, and tho result was to many eyes in
evitable from the start. What, then, are
we to say In excuse for to act
as carrier for the Jewish memorial? That
we had seized with avidity the opporuni- -
ty to mix a veak power's but

all

would

ana

would
would

under

tho we ,n EUCn a frame Qf m,nd that ,t RO
a on a to f ni.t nt lf tft Qnnrrt

one? of su on a on
must the critic lose sight of whicn ODOnedSL Petersnurjr has not v0t

that nations Inter- -aie daiiy Us Secretary Sunday visit of
in where fart,an fn nnciT,, WHn - ,mtiii

mob have been or comnilment ,1D the
from of if the truth

rr.uman The Emperor of China, Vnft. TVOC naW fhf Hm,hi nnrno.
tne imporor oi me
Gen:if..- - Emperor, the King of Italy, have
all takrn a hand In this business within '

last If a mob In Now
Orleans or Iberia pariah some mem-

bers of the Mafia, or some Hungarian
miners are killed by a posse pre- -
maturely practicing at a range acci- - i

dentally hit a German with their
we hand out so many from the
United States treasury and take a re-

ceipt. We are not legally obliged to do
this, but under our system we can do no
more.

Our certainly never gets
angry over the interference. It tries to

intelligibly the limitations sur-
rounding the federal executive It
ever, to congress for laws con
ferring upon the courts

matters affecting the
safety of foreigners, by way of enforcing
our treaties of commerce and friendship.
True these cases" of Intervention of for
eign governments In of their own

t

subjects are not parallel with Indirect
Intervention of the United States govern- - ,

ment in a matter affecting only the sut- -

of the other power concerned, bu
there no reason to suppose , .

Washington autnomjs wouia irmi
less good temper a prot.t originating
in Havti againit negro 'yich- -

!. .
. h..powerless HCI euo:.ucui -
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GERMS ANDjBIII
MICR

IN COUNTLESS MILLIONS IN DUST AND
DIRT OF THE STREETS; SWARMING IN POL-

LUTED AIR AND FACTORIES, AND IN-

VADING HOMES POOR.

Genus and microbes assail us on every hand
surround us on every side; there is no possi-

bility of escape from these little enemies to
and they are invisible to the natural

give no signs of their presence. We carry them
about in our clothing and unconsciously inhale them
into lungs, take them into our system with

! our food drink. These smallest of living things into the drculatkro, cansIns T i1 "l 1 i .. . 'lumcuwuuu emu. ucicuwduuu ui me Diooa ana wrectc ana tne wnoie system
They feed upon the elements of blood, it of its health-givin- g, nutritious qualities
destroy the red corpuscles and reduce it to a watery state, when it no longer sap
ply vigor strength to body which succumbs often to simplest disease.

When germs and microbes a lodgment the blood means an end to good rWffh,
The decline be gradual but sure.
another the different ore-an- s of bodv rf nfrVrt poisoned by 8ERMS OF MALABfA.

becomes torpid, the Kidneys fail to the
Stomach thrown order, digestion becomes

m weak, constitution down, indifferent
illustrate serious- - condition ensues, and disease fastens

n.i. i 1 i i rnemiess microbes

sheriff's

whether

at work in blood.
Malaria, Aenemia, Chronic Ulcers, Dangerous

Fevers, Carbuncles Boils and many wasting de-

bilitating diseases are due to a polluted germ-infecte- d

blood. No feel is well whose system
is at the mercy of these" insidious and unseen atoms of

oontinaod

saffertsg

HEMINGWAY,

destruction of human health and happiness. They must be driven tho
weak sluggish blood invigorated made rich pure again before the debilitated
system can rally good health again established. S. S. S. supplies the needed

fair and the nmnprtipo fn and rpmm-- K nWniH-inn- : it,A
venture what " v.uv.mouuu,

federal government resulting in renewed strength and vitality, better appetite and digestion the certain

but
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building keeping
natural strength prevents accumu-

lation microbes impurities
system danger infection

contaminating destroying
perfect circulation

throughout
and blessings of good health. contains

no mineral ingredients whatever, is guaranteed strictly vegetable and harmless.
OUR MEDICAL DEPARTMENT: us you any chronic ailment, old

boils, trouble, are suffering with Malaria that condition you
exactly sick nor entirely and our physicians give your letter prompt

attention and through and help may be many years of pain and
suffering. Address "all to THE SPECIFIC COMPANY, ATLANTA,
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